
  

with  
the creatures we love 

St George’s Anglican Church 
WALPOLE 

Advent Sunday 
30th November 2008 



2 

Worship with the creatures we love 

May the inclusion of animals in our service today demonstrate our care 
and concern for our whole environment — including all the creatures. 

À We strive to safeguard the integrity of creation  
and to sustain and renew the life of the earth. 

Blessing the animals 

A blessing is to experience God's love and approval.  The Lord Jesus 
showed us that being blessed is not only about those that are gifted and 
privileged.  He pronounced blessings on the poor, the humble and the 
persecuted. 

Today we ask that each animal receives divine care, health and safety 
and that each experiences love and joy just as the animal brings love and 
joy to all people — that they receive God’s blessing. 

The blessing also acknowledges a special responsibility on all of us who 
care for and share the environment with animals. 

Shalom 

The service use the Hebrew word "Shalom".  It has been translated as 
peace, well being and completeness.  The Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathon Sacks 
expands this further: the basic duties that I owe to the members of my 
faith community, I owe to those outside it as well - not because we share 
a faith but because we share an environment1. 

We share the environment with all God's creatures so let us — 

Worship with the creatures we love  

 
This order of service is based on a variety of traditions.  We gratefully acknowledge 
assistance from St Mark’s Anglican Church, South Hurtsville, NSW; The Anglican Society 
for the Welfare of Animals; the Christian Formation Office, of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Texas, USA;  Saint Paul and the Redeemer, Episcopal Church, Chicago, USA;  and, the 
Season of Creation website 8 www.seasonsofcreation.com. 

1:  From Sir Jonathon Sacks, Faith in the Future, Darton, Longman & Todd, 1995, pp.79-81  
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Those with animals (or photos of animals) should obtain a Blessing Card 
and write the name of their pet to be blessed (section 8, p 8) on the card. 
 
Please respond by saying those parts of the service printed in bold. 
 
The service begins with: 

1 The Sentence 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Job is known for his patience and understanding.  He said: 

Ask the animals and they will teach you,  
the birds of the air, and they will tell you; … 
and the fish of the sea will declare to you: … 
In his hand is the life of every living thing. [Job 12.7, 8b, 10a] 

 
 
 
2 A Prayer for the day 
 

Eternal God, 
open our eyes to see your hand at work 
in the splendour of creation 
and in the beauty of human life. 
 
Thank You for the creation of animals,  
who can show affection which sometimes puts us to shame.  
 
Enlarge our respect for these your creatures,  
of whom we are the guardians.  
And give us a sense of responsibility towards all your creation,  
for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
 
Amen. 
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3 Song ɂ All things bright and beautiful 
 

During the singing of this song those with animals or photos of 
animals are invited to form a circle around the table and candle. 
 
1) All things bright and beautiful, 

all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful τ the 
Lord God made them all. 

 
2) The tall trees in the forest, 

The kookaburra’s call, 
The wattle and the orchids, 
The Lord God made them all.  
!ƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Χ όмύ 

 
3) The gently flowing river, 

The Inlet and the sea,  
The rock pools and the beaches 
God made for you and me.  
!ƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Χ όмύ 
 

4) The bees that make the honey, 
The grapes that give us wine, 
The sheep provide our clothing 
All from our God Divine.  
!ƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Χ όмύ 
 

5) The many-coloured corals, 
the creatures of the sea, 
of bushland, field or desert, 
on farms, or roaming free  
!ƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Χ όмύ 

 
Written By Edna Brown, Denmark,  for use in this region. 
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4 Circle of Life 
 

The priest lights a candle  
ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛŘǎǘΦ 
 
Jesus Christ,  
we assemble with all your creatures in this circle of life. 
We ask you to join our circle and celebrate with us. 
 
Jesus Christ, as we join in celebration with you and all creation, 
We ask for your blessing, your shalom, 
on the creatures present here that we love 
and on all creatures celebrating in the wild. 
 
In the name of God, who creates all life, 
In the name of Jesus Christ, who redeems all life, 
and the name of the Spirit, who renews all life, 
we cry with all in the circle of life: 
Shalom! Shalom! Shalom! 
May your blessing come! 
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5 The Word of God 

 

A reading from Genesis, chapter 1, verses 20-24 

 

And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 

sky.’ 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, 

and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ 23And there 

was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  
24 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 

kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of 

every kind.’ And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the 

earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it 

was good.  
 
Hear the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

 



7 

6 Thanks and sorry 
 
Holy Creator 
we come together 
to thank you 
for the fellowship of other creatures, 
to celebrate their God-given lives, 
and to pray for compassionate hearts 
so we may care for them 
and for all your creation. 
And, we pray for your forgiveness 
because of our part in sins of thoughtlessness 
and cruelty towards animal life. 
 
Lord, for all the animals in the whole wide world, 
We thank you, God! 
 
Lord, for all the fun and friendship we have with animals, 
We thank you, God! 
 
Lord, for all the times we have hurt or neglected animals, 
We are sorry. 
 
Lord, for all the times we have used poisons that have killed 
animals, 
We are sorry. 
 
Lord, for all the times we have destroyed the homes of animals 
in the forests, oceans or fields, 
We are sorry. 
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7 Absolution 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΥ 

God is slow to anger and full of compassion, 
forgiving all who humbly repent 
and trust in his Son as Saviour and Lord. 

God therefore forgives you in Christ Jesus, 
in whom there is no condemnation. 

Amen 

 

8 Blessing of animals 

 
The priest blesses each animal. Owner may pray with priest. 
 
Merciful Lord, we ask You to bless _______ with Your 
divine care, health and safety.  May she/he experience love 
and joy even as she/he brings love and joy to her/his 
family; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

9 Passing of the Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ 
His Spirit is with us 
 
Let us share the peace of the Lord with one another,  
and to our animals. 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 
Animals with their carers return to the main group. 
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10 Reading ɂ Everything That Draws breath 
From Bruce D Prewer, Australian Psalms, Openbook 
Publishers, 2000, pp16-17 

Everything That Draws Breath  

God, our wonderful God, you make everything that delights the eye; 
yours is the gift of everything that draws breath. 
 
Yours is the energy that vibrates the wing of a bee, 
the gracefulness of black swans skimming over still lakes, 
the joy of a puppy bounding to greet its owner, 
the courage of a shelduck leading ducklings to safe waters, 
the song of a magpie on a soft spring morning, 
the beauty of pink galahs wheeling over trees at sunset, 
the purpose in mutton birds returning to southern sandhills, 
the warmth surrounding the joey in a kangaroo's pouch. 
 
Yours, Creator God, is the skill of the wedge-tailed eagle, 
the play of the bandicoot on warm summer nights, 
the strength of the baby koala clinging to its mother, 
the authority of seagulls riding salty winds, 
the games of the dolphin surfing among swimmers, 
the communal chatter of colourful parrots, 
the vigour of the trout leaping in quiet waters, 
the persistence of fairy penguins waddling up sandy slopes. 
 
Yours, wonderful God, is the dance of the slender brolga, 
the industry of the ant through long summer days, 
the power of the buffalo breaking through thickets, 
the glory on the radiant wings of a beetle, 
the excitement of the platypus hunting for yabbies, 
the agility of mountain minnows darting between shaded rocks, 
the wariness of the wallaby peeping from among bushes, 
the confidence of the sparrow winning crusts from pigeons. 

(Continued on page 10) 



10 

 
 

Yours, Creator God, is the laughter of the kookaburra, 
the speed of an emu striding through mallee scrub, 
the comedy of the crab side-scurrying over wet sand, 
the searching of the cockatoo for a place to nest, 
the effortless padding of a dingo over saltbush plains, 
the conversation of the blackbirds at early morning, 
the vision of the wombat as it rummages through long dark nights, 
the display of the lyrebird as he shares in creation's joy. 
 
God, our wonderful God, you make everything that delights the eye; 
yours is the gift of everything that draws breath! 
 
© Bruce D Prewer, 2000 

 

11 Prayers 
 

Blessed are you Lord God of the universe. In your infinite wisdom 
you created the universe and blessed us with all living creatures. 
We especially thank you for entrusting us with our pets, our friends, 
who bring us so much happiness and whose presence very often 
helps us get through trying times.   
 
Please bless our pets and make us responsible stewards of your 
creation. May we continue to give each other joy and be reminded 
of your power.   
 
As our pets trusts us to take care of them, help us remember to 
trust you to take care of us, for in so doing we share in your love for 
all your creatures. And especially, we remember all endangered 
species and ask your help in taking care of them so that we may 
continue to appreciate all of your creation. Grant this through Christ 
our Lord.    Amen. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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12 Offertory song ɂ Shine Jesus Shine 
 

1) Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth you now bring us — 
shine on me, shine on me. 

 
 Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father's glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, τ set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, 
flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
send forth your word, Lord, and τ let there be light. 

 
2)  Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance; 
by your blood I may enter your brightness: 
search me, try me, consume all my darkness — 
shine on me, shine on me. 

 
 Shine, Jesus, shine, ... 
 
3)  As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

so our faces display your likeness, 
ever changing from glory to glory: 
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story — 
shine on me, shine on me. 

 
 Shine, Jesus, shine ... 

Graham Kendrick 1950 - 
Words and music ©Thank you Music administered by  Scripture in Song 
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13 Receiving the offertory 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory 
and the services of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

14 Blessing and dismissal 

A C19 prayer in the spirit of St Francis (C13) 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light;  
Where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, Grant that we may 
not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  
To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved as to love.  
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal live. Amen 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God' 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore.  Amen 
 
Priest says the blessing. 
 
The blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among  you and remain with you always. 
Amen 


